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with regard to psychical objects," whether or not these objects
are occasioned directly by objects in the outer world. We can
then distinguish, not different kinds of thinking, but rather the
various levels which are determined by the nature of the
psychical object.
The first level is perceptual thinking, usually defined as
"mental activity with regard to objects present to and affect-
ing the senses." We must remember, however, that, strictly
speaking, the object of thought here is not the object in the
outer world, but the psychical object occasioned by it. The
connexion between the two is involved and obscure. I cannot
put a material object inside my mind and examine it; and
when, for example, I look at a pen it is certainly not the pen
itself that is the object of my thinking. Ether waves* emanate
from it to my eye, giving rise to physical and chemical processes
in that organ, which again result in nervous currents being
conveyed to certain areas in my brain, making these active in
> turn. The mysterious gap between the physical and psychical
worlds is then bridged, and an object of thought, or psychical
object, is before my mind. Such a psychical object, resulting
from the stimulation of a sense-organ, is called a * sensation';
it is interpreted as a sign of something in the outer world,
but it is not itself that thing. Further, a * sensation' is a pure
hypostatization, for it is only the objective aspect of perceptual
thinking. Psychologists, in their attempts to analyse the stuff
of consciousness, used to point to the sensation as the ultimate
mental element, describing the mind as a mosaic of sensations;
but in so doing they ignored the essential activity of the
thought process. We must, then, emphasize the point that
perceptual thinking, or perception, is mental activity with
regard to sensations, which have no existence apart from such
activity.
The sense-organs, by whose agency we have sensations, have
developed in the course of evolution. They are highly selec-
tive in their action, determining which of the many streams of
energy playing upon us from outside will result in psychical
objects. It is well to remember that the senses, in themselves,
are totally inadequate to the task of supplying us with complete